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UTAH POINT — PORT PRICE RELIEF 
Statement by Minister for State Development 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for State Development) [2.23 pm]: I rise to inform the house 
of the Liberal–National government’s decision to extend the port price relief at Utah Point bulk handling facility 
for an additional 12 months. The $2.50 per tonne discount for throughput from stockyard 1 and $1.73 per tonne 
discount for throughput from stockyard 2 has been vital in ensuring the ongoing operation of mid-tier miners 
based in the Pilbara—Atlas Iron and Mineral Resources. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! 
Mr W.R. MARMION: The Association of Mining and Exploration Companies estimates that Utah Point users 
account for approximately $1.3 billion in direct expenditure and over $5.2 billion in indirect expenditure per 
year. This includes over 10 000 direct and indirect jobs that have been created and maintained as a result of the 
mining operations of the users. The government has also decided to extend the discount to manganese operations 
in an attempt to encourage Consolidated Minerals to recommence operations at its Woodie Woodie mine site. 
Manganese ore is used in the production of steel and its price is closely linked to the price of iron ore. It is an 
essential and non-substitutable input to steel making due to its alloying properties, which improve toughness and 
hardness and its ability to de-sulphurise steel and prevent oxidisation. Since February 2016, the price of 
manganese has recovered slightly, however not sufficiently enough for the company to recommence operations. 
Although port charges are a small element of the cost base, the government is committed to doing what it can to 
help facilitate a remobilisation of the 330 employees and 50 contractors who worked at Woodie Woodie prior to 
it entering care and maintenance. Should the price of iron ore and/or manganese recover, both discounts will be 
tapered out—a responsible measure to take into account significant market movements. 
In conclusion, the Liberal–National government has had great success with the Utah Point bulk handling facility. 
The initiative to build the port has unlocked iron ore deposits that would have been difficult to access, enabling 
additional economic development in the Pilbara, including thousands of jobs, and the discount announced last 
year enabled iron ore users to see out the substantial reductions in the price of iron ore, protecting the jobs 
mentioned earlier. I look forward to advising the house of the success of this extension of the $2.50 per tonne 
discount in April next year. 
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